
20.54.070 - Use—Specific standards.  

The following standards apply to specific special uses and are in addition to those established 

in other sections of this chapter. The zoning districts in which a special use is authorized are 

identified in Table 1.  

…  

 

3.1   Asphalt Production. Asphalt plants (hot mix or batch plants) are subject to the following 

provisions: 

a.     Setbacks. The emissions point source at an asphalt plant shall be separated by a 

distance of at least five hundred feet from public parks and public preserves, which 

include parks, regional trails, national wildlife refuges, state conservation areas, 

wildlife areas, and other government owned preserves, or three hundred feet from 

the boundary of any residential zoning district with an existing or zoned density of 

greater than one dwelling unit per five acres, urban growth areas, and any residential 

lot less than one acre in size.  

b.     Asphalt plants are allowed in the rural resource industrial (RRI), light industrial (LI), 

and rural residential resource one dwelling unit per five acres (RRR1/5) zoning 

designations or within a permitted gravel mine located within selected zoning 

designations as reflected in Table 1. Existing asphalt plants located within a 

permitted mineral extraction use area may apply for a new special use permit when 

the extraction activity ceases.  

c.     The location of asphalt plants shall be consistent with the Thurston County 

Comprehensive Plan, which includes, but is not limited to, sub-area plans.  

d.     Prior to commencing operation, the asphalt plant operator shall provide evidence to 

the county that the facility has received coverage under the state's National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) general permit applicable to asphalt plants, 

unless it provides written confirmation of an exemption from the agency with 

jurisdiction over such permit.  

e.     Asphalt plants shall provide necessary space to accommodate delivery trucks on the 

site.  

f.      Asphalt plants shall have County approved haul routes.  

g.     The source of Recycled Asphalt Pavement (RAP) shall only be from highways, 

roadways, runways, parking lots and shall not be from a contaminated site such as a 

Superfund site or Model Toxic Control Act (MTCA) site. The asphalt plant operator 

shall provide semiannual reports to the county documenting the source of all 

recycled asphalt pavement brought to the production site.  

h.     Asphalt plants shall comply with the requirements and best management practices of 

the Thurston County Drainage Design and Erosion Control Manual, as amended.  



i.     Asphalt plants shall be fueled by natural gas, propane, or an alternative fuel with the 

same or less hazardous emissions or waste as natural gas or propane.  

j.      The operation shall obtain and maintain a solid waste permit from Thurston County 

environmental health for operations that recycle asphalt.  

k.     Asphalt plants shall meet all applicable requirements of Chapter 17.20 TCC, 

Mineral Extraction and Asphalt Production. 

l.  For operations that process and store Recycled Asphalt Pavement (RAP) within the 

Nisqually Subarea, operators shall employ best management practices to mitigate 

leachate by providing covered storage of processed/recycled asphalt stockpiles. 

Specific practices will be determined through the site-level permit review process, 

but may include tarping, storage sheds, or other methods. 

 


